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like an umbrella, thwarting the bad effects of
the dense doudbank Indra vainly sent.
(4:6: 10-12)

5. Joyfully the music of the Flute rings
out clear in ecstatic melodies, and with loving
gaze the herds of cattle are always looking up
at Him. Krishna is made more lovely, (it
seems), by the cowherds who accompany Him
alone in song^ while imitating His gestures
with sticks and cords raised in their hands.
(4:6: 13-14)

6. (This is) the loving and tender hymn in
praise of the Most High (sung) by Narada and
other most excellent sages, masters like him
of the Vedas and the Vedic sciences.1
(4:6: 15)

Once again Narada tries to sketch that immortal
loveliness of the Divine Child in His setting of forest
beauties amid His loving friends. He recalls several
of the wondrous plays of Krishna in that Brindavan
drama: how He drew the Gopis to His side through the
mystic night by the soft music of His Flute in their
hearts, how He played and fought with their brothers
and enjoyed the soft evening breezes on the river bank,
how He lifted the holy hill of Govardhan over the entire
village to shield its people from the downpour a wrathful

1 The six ' Vcdangas ' are thus listed: Phonetics, Grammar,
Prosody. Philology, Astrology^ and the laws oi Ritual; without
such additional knowledge the Vedic scriptures cannot be properly
studied.